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PREFACE

The pros and cons as to whether sex education ought to be introduced at the elementary, junior high, or high school level has been a
subject widely debated among educational realms.

If conclusions are

ever made concerning the appropriate age-level for introduction to the
subject of sex, the question then is raised, what phase of sex should
be taught?

Should the hygienic and biological aspects of sex be dwelt

upon, or should the instruction be confined to appropriate dating and
courting customs?
To determine what the secondary schools are doing in this area,
which phase or combination of phases are being taught, the writer has
attempted to determine some of the attitudes and understandings young
people have of sex.

The device used to facilitate acquisition to such

information is a sex knowledge survey.
The writer wishes to express his appreciation first of all, to
Dr. H. A. Riebe and Dr. Maynard O'Brien for their professional advice
in helping to construct the survey questionnaire.
The writer is also appreciative of Dr. H. M. Cavins, head of the
Health Education Department, for granting permission to conduct this
survey in several of the Health Education classes.

A special thanks is

given to Mrs. Carolyn Ryle, assistant professor, and Miss Marguerite
Green, instructor, for allowing their classes to be subjects for the
survey.
For reading the paper and for valuable suggestions, the writer is
iii

indebted to his advisor, Dr. Maynard O'Brien, who also granted
permission to use one of his classes as additional subjects for the
survey.
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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION
For young people to achieve personal adjustment, happiness, and
success is the goal of all parents and educators.

However, evidence

indicates that this has not and is not being accomplished.

This is

readily observed when we note the prevalence of venereal disease, the
constantly rising divorce rates, the number of illegitimate children
born every year, and the shockingly high degree of juvenile delinquency.
Various clinical studies indicate that the single highest cause
for these conditions is due to the ignorance and distorted ideas people
have concerning "sex. 111
To substantiate the statements above, statistics in Pitirim A.
Sorokin 1 s 2 book, The American Sex Revolution, indicate the following.
In 1870 there was one divorce for every 33.7 marriages contracted.
In 1947 there was one divorce per 56.1 marriages.

Indications are that

in the last few years these figures have drastically changed to 'Where
now there is one divorce out of every 2.5 to 3 marriages.
Other statistics provided by the Department of Public Welfare,
State of Illinois 3 show that in 1958, thirty-five states reported that

1Lester A. Kirkendall, Understanding Sex (Chicago: Science
Research Associates, Inc., 1949), p. 4.
2Pitirim A. Sorokin, The American Sex Revolution (Boston:
Porter Sargent Pub., 1956),--p:- 8.
~-

3Letter from Roman L. Horemski, Superintendent of Child Welfare,
Department of Public Welfare, State of Illinois, Child Welfare Services,
Feb. 14, 1961.
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there were approximately 208,700 illegitimate children born.

This

figure is perhaps a conservative estimate, because all states did not
report, and of those that did report, New York and California were
excluded.

Another factor must also be recognized in stating this

figure, and that is that not all illegitimate children born are reported
due to black market procedures and other circumstances which may exist.
Further information compiled by Frances B. Strain, 4 in The
Bulletin of the National Association of Secondary School Principles,
gives the following statistics with regard to juvenile delinquency.

In

the year 1951, approximately 350,000 children were brought to the
attention of the United States Juvenile Courts.

The boys outnumbered

the girls four to one.
Approximately one million additional juveniles came in contact
with the police on accounts of misbehavior and misdemeanor, but these
were not referred to juvenile courts.
ages of thirteen and fifteen.

Most delinquents are between the

From all indications the Children's

Bureau believes that in proportion to the whole juvenile population,
juvenile delinquency is definitely on the increase.
A statement was made by Benjamin C. Gruenberg5 describing the
sexual and sociological conditions in the world and is as follows:
The screen, the stage, the printing press, and the
radio help in mass distribution of sex allure and of
education in the techniques of irresponsible sex gratification. The dumb but beautiful female, for example, is
glorified as a universal, but impersonal love object-arresting the maturing countless males (and perhaps of

4Frances B. Strain, ;;Framework for Family Life Education, 11 The
Bulletin of the National Association of Secondary School PrincipleS":XXXIX (December, 1955), p. 43.
5Benjamin C. Gruenberg, i'What is Being Done?:: The Education Digest,
XX (May, 1955), p. 51.
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females, too) beyond the early adolescent stage. And
the idea that exploitation of human weakness is a basic
civil right--whether in the real estate business or in
the gambling business or in the entertainment business-appears to be widely accepted.
In spite of how young people are exploited, the exploiter is not
and will not accept the responsibility for probable consequence
(especially if the outcome is negative).
who does take the responsibility?

The question then is raised,

Moreover, being more specific, who

is responsible?
Our society has previously said, and even expresses today, that
sex education should begin at home with the parents.
though, is it beginning at home?

The question is

In a poll taken by the American

Institute of Public Opinion, 6 1943, 68 per cent of the nation's families
surveyed approved of schools taking on the job of providing sex
education for their children.

This would seem to indicate that the

parents are relying more and more on schools to provide sex instruction
for their children.
lap, so to speak.

Therefore, the job has been thrown in the school's
It is hoped that this study can show some of the

weaknesses as well as strengths in the job that is being done by the
s choo ls in this area.
Statement of the Problem
The purpose of this study is to evaluate the type of job that is
being done with respect to sex instruction in the secondary schools.

6Kirkendall, .2E.· cit., p. 4.
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Procedures Used in Study
In an attempt to actually determine if the secondary schools are
doing an adequate job in the area of sex instruction, a questionnaire
was constructed by the writer under the careful supervision of Dr.
Maynard O'Brien (physical education department) and Dr. Harland A.
Riebe (health education department).
The ultimate objective of this survey is to determine where young
people acquire the major portion of their present knowledge and understanding of sex.

In acquiring these various opinions with regard to

where young people receive most of their knowledge of sex, weaknesses
and strengths of the secondary program in sex instruction now in
existence will be pointed out.
The survey was given in four Health Education classes (H.E. 120)
and one class in Health Education in Elementary, Junior, and Senior
High School (P.E. 227), surveying a total of 181 students.

The survey

was administered by the writer in all classes with the exception of
the latter class in Health Education

mentioned~

(P.E. 227).

class Dr. Maynard O'Brien administered the survey.
four grade classifications were surveyed.

In this

Students from all

However, it was the purpose

of this survey to primarily survey freshmen students before they had
been exposed to sex instruction on the college level, thereby tending
to make the results more valid.
Definitions
To eliminate individual interpretations of what the word irsexn
means, in this study it is defined as the biological facts of human
reproduction.
·word "sex."

All questions were based on this one definition of the

5

Limitations and Delimitations of the Problem
In surveying the previous research done in this specific area of
sex education, the writer found that it was quite limited.

In fact,

there were only two studies found that would have a similar relationship to the present study being conducted.
The study found to be most related was done by Newell W. Edison
on the Status of Sex Education in

7

!!.!.&h Schools. The purpose of this

research was threefold:
(1)

To ascertain the facts about the number and distribution
of high schools giving sex instruction through the
regular subjects of the curriculum.

(2)

To learn of the content and method of the parts of such
school subjects as relate to sex instruction and
guidance.

(3)

To discover the attitude of principals toward sex
instruction in high school.

Of the 6,488 schools surveyed it was found that 1,633 of the schools
were giving emergency sex education through lectures, occasional talks,
sex hygiene exhibits, and pamphlets, etc.

One thousand and five of

the schools were giving integrated sex education, i.e., incidentally
in the subjects of the regular curriculum.

The largest number of the

schools (3,850) offer no sex education at all.
The second study which is remotely related to the present study
is one done by Lester A. Kirkendall entitled, Current Thinking and
Practices in Sex Education.

Mr. Kirkendall 8 points out that there is

7Newell W. Edison, Status of Sex Education in High Schools, The
United States Public Health Bulletin No. 14 (Washington, D. C.: U. s.
Government Printing Office, 1922), pp. 1-12.
8Lester A. Kirkendall, ·Current Thinking and Practices in Sex
Education, 11 The Education Digest, XIX (April, 1954), p. 38.
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very little parental opposition to sex education in the high schools.
The real opposition comes from the school administrators, conservative
teachers, and some from the Catholic Church.

He hastens to further

point out that the main source of administrator opposition is due to
the lack of qualified teachers to adequately handle sex education.
The delimitations of the problem include the following:
(1)

The study will involve both male and female of four grade classi-

fications, i.e., (freshmen, sophomore, junior, and senior).
(2)

The study was conducted on the campus of Eastern Illinois University

primarily in four Health Education 120 classes and a Physical Education
227 class.
(3)

No provision for a follow-up study has been made.
Thus, in reviewing the limitations and delimitations, it is noted

that the study itself deals more specifically with a relatively new
idea in evaluating the strengths and weaknesses of sex education in
the high school.

The scope of the study is confined to the results of

this one survey which may or may not be adequate in attempting to draw
conclusions.

CHAPTER II
INTERPRETATION OF DATA
The results and interpretation of the data collected will be
analyzed in the following manner:

first by comparing the results

obtained from the male faction with the female faction, and then as a
combined group.

The purpose of these comparisons, is to determine

whether there are any significant deviations in results between the
groups mentioned above.
Male Compared With Female:
3(a)

Do you feel that you have a basic knowledge and understanding of

the biological facts of human reproduction?
Out of the 99 males surveyed, 91.9 per cent felt that they did,
and only 8.1 per cent admitted they didn't.
the same for the females.

The percentage ran about

Out of 82 which were surveyed, 92.6 per cent

felt that they possessed an adequate knowledge in this area while 7.3
per cent felt they didn't have an adequate knowledge in this area.
3(b)

If answer to item 3(a) is no, do you feel that your parents failed

to instruct you adequately in this area?
Thirty-four and three-tenths per cent of the males and 47.5 per
cent of the females felt their parents had failed to adequately instruct
them in areas dealing with the biological facts of hmnan reproduction.
4

Where did you acquire your knowledge and understanding of the

biological facts of human reproduction?

8

This item is a multiple choice question in which one or several
answers could be indicated which describes probable source of information and knowledge.

Interestingly enough, 43. 4 per cent of the

males indicated that the 1rgang's hangout 11 i.e., pool hall, drug store,
was, in part, their source of information.

This figure is contrasted

to only 7.3 per cent of the females which indicated this as a probable
source.
Forty two and four-tenths per cent of the males said the parents
were a source, while a higher figure of 57.3 per cent of the females
said the parents were their source as well.
The best girl or boy friend as a source was indicated by 47.4
per cent of the males in comparison to a somewhat higher figure of 54.8
for the females.
One's reading of constructive sex literature was given as another
possible source, in which the highest percentage of both the male and
females indicated 71.7 per cent of the males selected this answer as
their source, while 81.4 per cent of the females indicated this area
as their source as well.
The reading of obscene sex literature as a source of sex knowledge
was the source for 31.3 per cent of the males, while only 9.7 per cent
of the females indicated this as a source.
Only 8.8 per cent of the males and 6.0 per cent of the females
said the family doctor was a personal source of such information regarding
sex.
The second highest source of information indicated in this
particular question was classroom instruction.

Sixty four and six-tenths

9

per cent of the males and 67.0 per cent of the females said they felt
that classroom instruction had been one of their main sources of
information regarding sex.

This is understandable in that sex education

is often integrated in many classroom subjects in which young people
are subjected to throughout high school.
5.

Where did you acquire most of your knowledge of the biological

~-2f

human reproduction?

This item further distinguishes itself from the one above by
asking the surveyee to indicate only one of the multiple choice answers
which

~

describes his or her source of information.

Although the answers are fairly distributed, there are two areas
in which more of both the males and females felt was their main source
of knowledge.

The first area, that of reading constructive sex

literature, was indicated by 36.3 per cent of the males and 37.5 per
cent of the females.

The second area which showed a slightly lower

percentage was that of classroom instruction.

In this area 32.3 per

cent of the males and 30.4 per cent of the females indicated this as a
main source.
6

If you had a choice, which of the following would you choose as

your source of information with regard to a knowledge and understanding
of the biological facts of human reproduction?
One or more of the multiple answers given could be indicated as
desired sources.

There were four main areas chosen by both the males

and females concomitantly as desired sources.
The highest percentage of both groups, 60.6 per cent of the males
and 71.9 per cent of the females, indicated that the parents were their

11

facts of human reproduction, indicate as such.
Of the 98 males surveyed, only 18.l per cent indicated that the
high schools which they attended offered courses of this nature, while
an overwhelmingly 80.8 per cent said their high schools did not have
courses of this nature.
females surveyed.

The figures are

some~ihat

similar among the

Out of 81 which answered the question, 18.3 per

cent answered in the affirmative, while 79.2 per cent indicated that
their high school did not offer courses in this area.
The results of this item suggest inconsistencies when compared
with the results of items four and five.

It is the writer's opinion

that the inconsistency lies in the interpretation of both items four
and five and item eight (a).
In items four and five the surveyee was asked to indicate probable
sources of information with regard to where a knowledge of the biological facts of human reproduction was acquired.

These items deviate

from item eight (a) in that, item eight (a) seeks to know i f there are
any specific courses pertaining only to the biological facts of human
reproduction offered in high school.
Thus, the results of items four and five, in which classroom
instruction was indicated the second highest source, could encompass
such courses as Family Living, Health and Hygiene, and other sources in
which a partial knowledge of human reproduction could have been included
in the instruction.

Compared with the results of items four and five,

eight (a), due to its more specific interpretation, the biological
facts of human reproduction, yielded a very low percentage of students
who had been exposed to courses of this specific nature in high school

0
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It is the writer's contention, that the above explanation supports the
fact that the inconsistency lies in the interpretation of the items-rather than the results.
8(b)

Did you take this course in high school'?
Eighty eight and eight-tenths per cent of the males whose high

schools offered such courses took them, while 99 .4 per cent of the
females whose high schools offered such courses took them.

Thus,

courses of this nature are being utilized when offered.
9

How important do you think it is that high schools offer a

specific course in the biological facts of human reproduction?
There were four possible answers given, of which one was to be
checked that best described how the individual felt about the matter.
They were:

of utmost, considerable, some, or of little or no importance.

Fifty two and five-tenths per cent of the males as compared with
i:.2.4 per cent of the females felt that it was of utmost importance.

Thirty four and three-tenths per cent of the males felt that it was of
considerable importance as compared to 50.0 per cent of the females
sharing the same feeling.

The other two possible answers showed

relatively little statistical importance enough to mention.

It is

interest:ing co note that over 50 per cent ot tnc ualcs felt that having
courses in high school dealing specifically with this area was of
utmost importance, while 50 per cent of the females felt it was just
of considerable importance.

However, both groups expressed that they

did feel the importance of the matter.
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As a Combined Group
Interpreting the data of the group as a whole in light of what
the majority of the entire group indicated as being important in the
area of sex education, it is felt by the writer that such information
will lend significance to the over-all picture.
3(a)

Do you feel that you have a basic knowledge and understanding

of the biological facts of human reproduction?
Out of the entire group of 181 men and women surveyed, 91.S per
cent felt that they had a basic knowledge and understanding of the
biological facts of hi.nnan reproduction.

Only 8.5 per cent indicated

that they felt incompetent in this area.
3(b)

If answer to item 3(a) is no, do you feel that your parents

failed to instruct you adequately in this area?
Twenty nine and five-tenths per cent of the entire group expressed
that they did hold their parents responsible for inadequate teaching
in this area.

This would indicate that over 70.5 per cent feel their

parents have done a reputable job in teaching sex.
4

Where did you acquire your knowledge and understanding of the

biological facts of human reproduction?
Exactly 72.8 per cent of the group indicated that reading of
constructive sex literature was one of the greatest sources.

Sixty

nine and nine-tenths per cent of the group expressed that classroom
instruction ranked high as a source.

Forty eight and six-tenths per

cent of the group indicated that their best girl or boy friend was
another source.

A rather surprising figure, 22.8 per cent expressed

that the reading of obscene sex literature was a source of information.

14
5

Where did you acquire most of your knowledge and understanding

of the biological facts of human reproduction?
This item further distinguishes itself in comparison to the
previous item by seeking to discover which one of the multiple-choice
areas listed best describes the surveyee's source of information.
Thirty nine and five-tenths per cent of the group indicated
classroom instruction as a main source.

A somewhat smaller per cent

of the group, 35.8, indicated the reading of constructive sex literature
was a main source.

Only 12.l per cent offered that the best girl or

boy friend was a main source of information regarding sex.
6

If you had a choice, which of the following would you choose as

your source of information with regard to a knowledge and understanding
of the biological facts of human reproduction?
A total of 69.8 per cent indicated that their main choice was the
parents.

Exactly 54.4 per cent of the group expressed their choice

would lie in two areas:

classroom instruction and from the reading of

constructive sex literature.

Thirty one and five-tenths per cent chose

the family doctor as a desired source.
7

Do you feel that your present knowledge and understanding of the

biological facts of human reproduction are adequate enough to enter into
marriage and be a competent wife or husband?
Of the entire group 74.8 per cent felt they did have a basic
knowledge of sex adequate enough to enter into marriage and be a
competent wife or husband.
inadequacy in this area.

Only 19.8 per cent of the group expressed

CHAPTER III
CONCLUSIONS AND RECCl1MENDATIONS
The objective of this study was to evaluate the type of job being
done by the secondary schools with respect to sex education.
11

The word

sex 11 was more specifically defined as: the biological facts of human

reproduction.
In an attempt to evaluate the secondary schools in the area of
sex instruction, a questionnaire was devised by the writer under careful supervision.

Through this survey the writer attempted to determine

where young people acquire the major portion of their present knowledge
and understanding of sex as defined.

Through this method it is hoped

that some valid conclusions can be made regarding the

typ~

of job the

secondary schools are doing in imparting to its students vitally needed
sex information.
Conclusions
(1)

It has already been concluded by the writer that this study is not

extensive enough to arrive at specific conclusions out of which broad
generalizations can be made concerning the instructional phase of the
teaching program of secondary schools in sex education.
(2)

Comparing the male and female faction with the entire group on

question 3 (a), the greater majority, 91.5 per cent, felt that their
knowledge of sex as a whole was adequate.

This could be due to an ego-

involved type of thing where young people do not like to admit inadequacy in such a phenomenon as important as sex.

18
(3)

As to where young people acquire their knowledge of sex, the

survey seems to indicate that there are two main sources, one from the
reading of constructive sex literature and the other from classroom
instruction.

Another interesting fact was that females claim to acquire

much more of their knowledge of sex from their parents than do males.
This may be due to the fact that women feel more need of the parents
sex instruction earlier than men do because of the beginning of their
menstrual cycle and other sexual and hygienic problems.
(4)

In stating choices of sources of sex instruction, it was observed

that over 60 per cent of the males expressed two desired sources.

First

choice was classroom instruction, and second was reading of constructive
sex literature.

On the other hand, the females chose the parents as

their number one source and the reading of constructive sex literature
as their second choice.

A plausible explanation of this indication for

the women is that women rely on the parents more than anyone else to
give adequate sex instruction.

However, if adequate information is not

obtained from the parent than other sources are sought such as mentioned
above.
As a combined group, parental instruction ranked number one as a
choice while the reading of constructive sex literature and classroom
instruction were even as second choices.
(5)

Nearly 75.0 per cent felt adequately prepared for marriage as far

as their knowledge of sex was concerned, so indicates the survey.

Again,

a high percentage of those who answered affirmatively in this area
might have done so to protect their ego, rather than as a matter of fact.
It would be rather hazardous for a college student to admit that he was

19
not prepared for marriage in the presence of his peers.

Many could not

survive such humiliation.
(6)

The results of the eighth item regarding high school offerings

in this area seem to indicate that the high schools are not doing an
adequate job as far as introducing courses of such a specific nature
which deal specifically and exclusively with the biological facts of
human reproduction.

.
9
However, Newell W. Edison, in his article entitled, Status of
Sex Education, says that it has been found that it is unwise to provide
specific courses dealing only with the matter of sex in high school.
Rather, it is more ideal to integrate sex instruction from the biological standpoint with such courses as family living, and impart this
knowledge in such a way that the student accepts it as a normal part
of life.
Thus it could be concluded that teaching sex from the biological
standpoint as a separate course in itself in high school is not a
readily accepted idea.

Perhaps sex instruction should be approached

from the integrated course angle.
(7)

Over 50.0 per cent of the group indicated that sex education in

the high school is of utmost importance.

If our youth are failing to

get it from the parents and other constructive sources, then our schools
must provide this information if there is any hope of curtailing our
nation's moral decay.
In general, the data collected and analyzed is not extensive
enough to make specific conclusions regarding the job the secondary

9Edison, .2£· cit., p. 5.
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schools are doing in the area of sex instruction.

However, even

though the majority of the group did express competence in the area of
sex knowledge, the same majority expressed that their two most desired
sources were the parents and classroom instruction.
Therefore, since the parents are becoming less competent and less
willing as teachers of sex, from the biological standpoint, schools may
have to supplement the home in helping our young people acquire a better
knowledge and attitude towards sex as a whole. 10

Whether the biologi-

cal facts of human reproduction are integrated with such courses as
biological science and family living, or however it is taught, the
writer feels that it is of utmost importance in forming an overall
philosophy of life.

Probably one of the weakest spots in the secondary-

school sex education movement has been the lack of properly trained
teachers.

11

This no doubt is an area which needs considerable improve-

ment and may help bring about better sex education programs in the
secondary schools.
Recommendations
(1)

The writer recommends that more extensive research be done in

this area which will yield more conclusive evidence of the objective
strived for in the present study.
(2)

The use of a psychologist is recommended with regard to the

phrasing of the questions and the advisability of using such words as

lOG ruen berg, .£2.· cit.,
.
p.

J~1 •

11 "How Should You Provide for Sex Education, 1: 1 The Bulletin of the
National Association of Secondary-School Principals, XXXVII (May,--i-953),
p. 16.

21

11

obscene sex literature, ri 1 'constructive sex literature, n and "parents

failed 11 in the formation of survey items.
(3)

A follow-up study would be desirable in attempting to determine

probable reasons for the answers as indicated in the first survey.

This

would help the writer in forming and substantiating more valid
conclusions by knowing the factors involved in individuals answering
one way or another.

APPEND DC
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SEX KNOWLEDGE SURVEY

Introduction
This is a survey to determine where young people acquire the major portion of
their present knowledge .and understanding of sex.
To eliminate individual interpretations .of what the word "sex" means, it will
be defined in this survey as~
The biologi.cc;JI .facts of .human :rePfoduction.
The validity of this survey depends upon the honesty and integrity of the individuals being surveyed. Please answer each question honestly and thoughtfully. The information obtained will be held in strictest confidence. Thank you for your cooperation ...... .

I.

Biological facts of human reproduction.

1.

Please indicate your sex.
(check one)

2.

Male

__

,

Female

How are you presently classified in the University?

(check one)

--, Soph. --, Jun. --, Sen. -----, Grad. ------,
Special Stud.
-Fresh.

3.

{a)

Do you feel that you have a basic knowledge and understanding of
the biological facts of human reproduction?
(check one)

(b)

Yes_ _ ,

No

If answer to item 3(a) is NO, do you feel that your parents failed
to instruct you adequately in this area?
(check one)

Yes_ _ ,

No

-2-

4.

Where did you acquire your knowledge and understanding of the biological facts
of human reproduction?
(Please indicate by checking one or more of the following.)
hangout (poo I ha 11, drug store , etc. )
--- gang's
from your parents

- - from your sister or brother
- - from your best girl or boy friend

-- from your reading of constructive sex education literature
-- - from your reading of obscene sex literature
from your family doctor
-- from
the classroom instruction

- - from no-one

-- others (specify)

5.

Where did you acquire most of your knowledge and understanding of the biological
facts of human reproduction?
(Please indicate by checking one of the following which .best describes your source
of information.)
hangout (pool hall, drug store, etc.)
- - gang's
from your parents

--- from your sister or brother
--- from your best girl or boy friend

----- from your family doctor
--- from the classroom instruction
--- from no-one
--- other's
(specify)

your reading of constructive sex education
- - from
from your reading of obscene sex literature

literature

24
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If you had a choice, which of the following would you choose .as your source of
information with regard to a knowledge and understanding of the biological facts
of human reproduction? (Indicate by checking one or more of the following items.)
hangout (pool hall, drug store, etc.)
-- gang's
parents
-- your
your sister or brother

-- your best girl or boy friend
--- your reading of constructive sex education literature

----7.

your reading of obscene sex literature
your family doctor
the classroom instruction
no-one
other's (specify)

Do you feel that your present knowledge and understanding of the biological facts
of human reproduction are adequate enough to enter into marriage and be a competent wife or husband?
(check one)

8.

(a)

Yes_ _,

No

Did your high school offer a specific course which was concerned with the
biological facts of human reproduction?
(check one)

Yes_ _ ,

No

Give name .of course
(b)

Did you take this course in high school?
(check one)

9.

Yes_ _ ,

No

How important do you think it is that high schools offer a specific course in the
biological facts of human reproduction?
(check one)
utmost importance
-- ofof considerable
importance
--

importance
-- ofof some
-- little .or no importance
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BREAKDOWN BY GRADES AND BY SEX

Grades

Sex
Male

Female

Number

Freshmen

52

57

109

Sophomores

34

17

51

Juniors

13

2

15

Seniors

--

6

6

TOTALS

99

82

181
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RESULTS OF MALE ANSWERS GIVEN IN PER CENI'

(Total of 99 Males Surveyed)

52

34
So.

13

TOTAL

Fr.

Jr.

Per.

yes

92.3

88.2

100.0

91.9

no

7.3

11. 7

• • 38.4

35.3

1.0

1.0

gang's hangout (pool hall, etc.). 36.5

52.9

46.1

43.4

from your parents •

35.3

38.4

42.4

7.6

12.1

ITEM
3(a)

3(b)

Do you feel that you have a basic
knowledge and understanding of
the biological facts of human
reproduction?

If answer to item 3(a) is no, do
you feel that your parents failed
to instruct you adequately in
this area?
yes •
no

4

8.1

15.4

34.3
2.02

Where did you acquire your
knowledge and understanding of
the biological facts of human
reproduction?

• • 48. 7

from your sister or brother • • • 13.4
from your best girl or boy
friend

. . . . . . . . . .

• 53.8

35.3

53.6

47.4

from your reading of constructive sex literature • • • • • • • 73.0

70.6

69.2

71. 7

from your reading of obscene
sex literature •
• •

• 34.6

32.4

15.4

31.3

9.6

8.8

• 57.7

75.0

from your family doctor •
from the classroom instruction
from no-one • • • • • • • •

o

•

•

8.8
76.9

64.6
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RESULTS OF MALE ANSWERS GIVEN IN PER CENT
(Total of 99 Males Surveyed)

Fr.

34
So.

Jr.

TOTAL
Per.

gang's hangout (pool hall, etc.)

9.6

8.8

23.0

11.1

from your parents •

5.8

8.8

from your sister or brother

1.0

from your best girl or boy
friend • • • • • • • • • •

• 11.5

8.8

from your reading of constructive sex literature • • • • • • • 38.4

35.3

52
ITEM
5

13

Where did you acquire ~t of
your knowledge and understanding
of the biological facts of human
repr.oduct ion?

from your reading of obscene
sex literature •
• • •

1.0

from your family doctor •

1.0

from the classroom instruction •• 21.1

6.6
1.01
8.9
42.4

36.3
1.01

7.6
52.9

30.7

2.02
32.3

from no-one • • • • • • • • • •
6

If you had a choice, which of the
following would you choose as your
source of information with regard
to a knowledge and understanding
of the biological facts of human
reproduction?
gang's hangout (pool hall, etc.)
your parents

.....

your sister or brother

1.0
.57.7

..

55.8

1.01

84.6

60.6

your best girl or boy friend. •

5.8
13.4

8.8

7.6

11.1

your reading of constructive
sex education literature

48.0

55.8

46.1

49.4

your reading of obscene sex
literature
• • • • • •

2.9
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RESULTS OF MALE ANSWERS GIVEN IN PER CENI'
(Total of 99 Males Surveyed)

Fr.

52

34
So.

13
Jr.

TOTAL
Per.

your family doctor

30.0

38.2

11.1

31.3

the classroom instruction •

65.3

70.6

61.5

66.6

75.0

70.6

84.6

74.7

25.0

29 .4

15.4

25.3

19 .2

20.6

7.6

18.1

80.7

79. 3

84.6

80.8

15.3

20.6

7.6

88.8

ITEM
Cont.

no-one
7

Do you feel that your present
knowledge and understanding of the
biological facts of human reproduction are adequate enough to enter
into marriage and be a competent
wife or husband?
yes

..

no
8(a)

Did your high school offer a
specific course which was concerned with the biological facts
of human reproduction?
yes

......

no
8{b)

Did you take this course in high
school?
yes ••
no

...

2.02
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RESULTS OF MALE ANSWERS GIVEN IN PER CENT

(Total of 99 Males Surveyed)

9

TOTAL

52
Fr.

34
So.

13
Jr.

Per.

40.8

64.7

76.9

52.5

of considerable importance.

43.0

29 .4

15.4

34.3

....

15.3

8.8

ITEM
How important do you think it
is that high schools offer a
specific course in the biological
facts of human reproduction?
of utmost importance.

of some importance

...

of little or no importance

1.0

11.1

1.01
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RESULTS OF FEMALE ANSWERS GIVEN IN PER CENT
(Total of 82 Females Surveyed)

ITEM

57
Fr.

So.

2
Jr.

6
Sr.

TOTAL
PERC.

94.7

88.2

100.0

83.3

92.6

5.2

11. 7

16.6

7.3

47.3

64.7

16.6

47.5

17

3(a) Do you feel that you have a basic
knowledge and understanding of
the biological facts of human
reproduction?
yes

.

....

..•

no

3(b) If answer to item 3(a) is no, do
you feel that your parents failed
to instruct you adequately in
this area?
yes

.

.....

....

no
4

1.8

1.2

Where did you acquire your
knowledge and understanding of
the biological facts of human
reproduction?
gang's hangout (pool hall, etc.)
from your parents

.....

from your sister or brother

..

from your best girl or boy
friend

..........

from your reading of construetive sex education literature

.

from your reading of obscene
sex literature

.....

....

from your family doctor
from the classroom instruction
from no-one

..........

7.0

11. 7

64.9

47.0

7.3
50.0

16.6

57.3

17.6

16.6

17.0

59.6

47.0

50.0

54.8

84.3

76.4

66.6

81.4

8.7

5.8

33.3

9.7

I. 0

5.8
76 .lf

66.6

6.0
67.0

17.5

63.1

100.0

100.0
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RESULTS OF FEMALE ANSWERS GIVEN IN PER CENr

(Total of 82 Females Surveyed)

ITEM

5

57

17

2

Fr.

So.

Jr.

6
Sr.

TOTAL

PERC.

Where did you acquire most of
your knowledge and understanding
of the biological facts of human
reproduction?
gang 1 s hangout (pool hall, etc.)
from your parents •

17.5

13.4

50.0

from your sister or brother
from your best girl or boy
friend • • • • •. • • • • •

7.0

5.8

16. 6

10.9

from your reading of constructive
sex education literature • • •
37.8

47.0

33.3

37.5

50.0

30.4

from your reading of obscene
sex literature • • • •
from your family doctor
from the classroom instruction

22.8

47.0

50.0

68.4

76.4

100.0

from no-one . • . . . • • • • •

6

If you had a choice, which of
the following would you choose
as your source of information
with regard to a knowledge and
understanding of the biological
facts of human reproduction?
gang's hangout (pool hall, etc.)
your parents

66.6

71.9

your sister or brother

5.2

3.6

your best girl or boy friend. •

5.2

3.6

your reading of constructive
sex education literature • • • .

73.6

41.1

100.0

50.0

64.6
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RESULTS OF FEMALE ANS\VERS GIVEN IN PER CENT

(Total of 82 Females Surveyed)

57
Fr.

ITEM

6

2

Jr.

6
Sr.

Tar AL
PERC.

Continued
your reading of obscene
literature •
your family doctor •

se~

1.8

...

the classroom instruction
no-one . . . .

7

17
So.

o

•

•

•

•

1.2

33.3

50.0

16.6

41.4

50.0

47.5

66.6

73.1

49.0

47.0

71.9

76.4

26.3

23.S

16.6

24.3

22.8

5.8

16.6

18.3

75.4

88.2

83.3

79.2

22.8

5.8

16.6

99.4

3.5

5.8

•

Do you feel that your present
knowledge and understanding of
the biological facts of human
reproduction are adequate enough
to enter into marriage and be a
competent wife or husband?
yes •
no • . •

....

100.0

8(a) Did your high school offer a
specific course which was
concerned with the biological
facts of hum.an reproduction?
yes

. . . . . . . .

no

100.00

8(b) Did you take this course in
high school?
yes
no ••

...

3.6

34
RESULTS OF FEMALE ANSWERS GIVEN IN PER CENT
(Total of 82 Females Surveyed)

52
Fr.

17
So.

of utmost importance

45.6

35.2

of considerable importance

49 .1

47.0

8.7

17.6

ITEM
9

2
Jr.

6
Sr.

TOTAL

50.0

42.4

50.0

50.0

PERC.

How important do you think it
is that high schools offer a
specific course in the
biological facts of human
reproduction 7

of some importance

......

of little or no importance

100.0

9.7
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RESULTS OF CCMBINED GROUP GIVEN IN PER CENT

(Total of 181 Males and Females)

109
Fr.

51
So.

15
Jr.

6

TOTAL

Sr.

PERC.

yes

92.6

88.2

100.0

83.3

91.5

no

6.4

11.9

16 .6

8.5

43.1

45.1

16.6

29 .5

1.8

1.9

gang's hangout (pool hall, etc.)

21.1

39. 2

40.0

from your parents •

56.8

39.2

40.0

16.6

38.6

from your sister or brother

15.5

13.7

6.6

1601

12.9

from your best girl or boy
friend • • • • • • • • • •

56.8

39 .2

46.6

50.0

48.6

from your reading of constructive sex education literature •

78.9

72.5

73.3

66.6

72.8

from your reading of obscene
sex literature • • • • •

21.1

23.5

1.3. 3

33.3

22.8

8.2

7.8

60.5

72.5

ITEM
3(a) Do you feel that you have a
basic knowledge and understanding of the biological facts of
human reproduction?

3(b) If answer to item 3(a) is no,
do you feel that your parents
failed to instruct you adequately in this area?
yes •
no

4

13.3

1.4

Where did you acquire your
knowledge and understanding
of the biological facts of
human reproduction?

from your family doctor •
from the classroom instruction
from no-one • . . . • • . • • •

33.4

8.0
80.0

66.6

69.9

36
RESULTS OF COMBINED GROUP GIVEN IN PER CENI'

(Total of 181 Males aud Females)

ITEM

5

109
Fr.

51
So.

Jr.

4.5

5.8

20.0

10.J

11.9

5.8

6.6

ts. 1

15

6
Sr.

TOTAL
PERC.

Where did you acquire ~t of
your knowledge and understanding
of the biological facts of
human reproduction?
gang's hangout (pool hall, etc.)
±rom your parents •
:trom your sister or brot11cr • •

.9

.9

from your best girl or boy
friend

. . . . . . . . . .

from your reading of constructive sex education literature •

11.9

7.8

37.6

39 .2

33.3

16.6

12.1

33.3

35.8

from your reading of obscene
sex literature • • • • •

.9

.9

from your family doctor

.9

.9

from the classroom instruction

22.0

50.9

33.3

50.0

39.5

from no -one • • • • • • • • • •
6

If you had a choice, which of
the following would you choose
as your source of information
with regard to a knowledge and
understanding of the biological
facts of human reproductioni
gang's hangout (pool hall,etc.)
your parents

1.9

63.3

62. 7

1.9

86.6

your sister or brother

2.8

your best girl or boy friend

9.1

5.8

6.6

your reading of constructive
sex education literature

61.4

50.9

60.0

66.6

69.8
2.8
7.6

50.0

54.4

37
RESULTS OF COMBINED GROUP GIVEN IN PER CENT

(Total of 181 Males and Females)

109
Fr.

ITEM
6

15
Jr.

6
Sr.

TOTAL
PERC.

Continued
your reading of obscene
literature

se~{

....
your family doctor
....
the classroom instruct ion .
no-one
.......
7

51
So.

.9
32.l

.9
50.9

26 .6

16.6

31.5

62. 7

53.3

50.0

54.4

73.4

72.5

86.6

66.6

74.8

25.6

27.4

6.6

16.6

19. 8

21.1

17.6

6.6

16.6

16. 2

77 .9

82.3

86 .6

83.3

82.5

19. 2

15.6

6.6

16 .6

14.5

3.6

1.9

56.8

Do you feel that your present
knowledge and understanding of
the biological facts of human
reproduction are adequate
enough to enter into marriage
and be a competent wife or
husband?
yes

0

...

....

no

8(a) Did your high school offer a
specific course which was
concerned with the biological
facts of human reproduction?
yes

....
....

.

no

8(b) Did you take this course in

high school?
yes
no

...

.
...

..

2.7

38
RESULTS OF COMBINED GROUP GIVEN IN PER CENT
(Total of 181 Males and Females)

109
Fr.

51
So.

15
Jr.

Sr.

TOTAL
PERC.

of utmost importance

43.l

54.9

66.6

50.0

53.6

of considerable importance

45.8

35.3

26 .6

50.0

39 .4

11.9

11. 7

ITEM
9

6

How important do you think it
is that high schools offer a
specific course in the biological facts of human reproduction?

of some importance

....

of little or no importance

.9

11.8

.9

CIDLD WELFARE SERVICES

STATE OF ILLINOIS
OTTO KERNER, Governor

401 SOUTH SPRING STREET

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WELFARE

SPRINGFIELD

39

FRANCIS J. GERTY, M.D., Director

Feb~uary

14, 1961

Mr. Tom Horgan
.
Charleston, Illinois.

Dear Mr. Morgan:
It is difficult, in fact almost impossible, to get a total figure on tiie
nwriber of illegitimate babies born in the United States. The u. s .Chi] dn•n Is
Bureau does attempt to get such a figure, but the problem is that there
are some states that do not make provision for report these figures. The
195fJ report i.s the latest one available and that figure is 208,700. However,
tl1it> is on the basis of reports from only 35 states, and California and Ne.w York
are nut included.
As you well know, these two states are among the largest,

so figures from them, plus the other states not report:i.ng, would probably .i1akc
a substantial difference in the over-all total.
We are adv:i.sed that the
nu'Uber of illegiti.mate b:Lrths does ncX: vary much fi·om year to year ancJ has
been goi.ng up rather slowly.
With regard to sex education in the puolic high schools, I would suggest that
you contact your principal, or the County Superintendent of Schools of your
county, to see what information they might have on this. If they are unablt::
to help you, you might write to Hon.George Wilkins, Superintendent of Public
Instruction, State Office Building, Springfield.

Sincerely yours,

Roman L. Harernski

Superintendent, Child Welfare
h

Member of the Child Welfare League of America
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